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      BOYD VOTES TO SEND CHILDREN’S HEALTH BILL TO PRESIDENT’S DESK

Bill would bring health coverage to 4.1 million more children

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today voted for the fiscally responsible reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program, known as SCHIP, which would bring health coverage to an additional 4.1 million low-income children who are eligible for the program but not yet enrolled.  HR 2 would provide health insurance to a total of 11 million children nationwide, and the bill is fully paid for, thereby not adding to the budget deficit.  Passage by the House today sends the legislation to the President’s desk for his signature.

“SCHIP has been successful in significantly reducing the number of children without health coverage since its establishment 12 years ago,” said Congressman Boyd.  “Providing our children with access to medical care is one of the most effective investments we can make as a country, and I am proud to send this important bill to the President so that he can sign it into law.”

SCHIP was first created in 1997 to cover children and families who earned too much to qualify for Medicaid but either didn’t have employer-based coverage or could not afford private coverage.  In 2007, over 323,000 children in the state of Florida were enrolled in SCHIP.  An additional 290,000 children in Florida could gain health coverage under HR 2.

Congress has been working to reauthorize SCHIP since 2007.  With Congressman Boyd’s support, Congress twice passed SCHIP reauthorization bills in 2007, but both of these bills were vetoed by President Bush.  Despite both bills passing by more than 100-vote margins, Congress was unable to override President Bush’s vetoes.

“In the midst of a serious economic downturn, I believe that providing health insurance for low-income children is more important than ever,” said Boyd.  “Access to affordable healthcare under SCHIP could immediately reduce a huge source of economic instability for many American families, and SCHIP coverage will make it easier for parents to seek preventative care for their children, lowering healthcare costs for all of us.  Also, the SCHIP reauthorization bill is fully paid for, confirming that we can improve and strengthen this important program in a fiscally responsible way.”

The SCHIP reauthorization bill has been endorsed by numerous groups, including the AARP, the American Hospital Association, and the National Association of Counties.  
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